
U21 HSG summer workshop with focus on the UN Sustainable Development Goals 
 
 
On 5-6 June 2015, Lund University hosted the annual U21 European UNMDG student workshop, this 
year under the name UNMDG-SDG. It was an intensive weekend with 50 participating students from 
Lund, Birmingham, Dublin and Nottingham and six staff members. The interdisciplinary participation was 
very good this year with an almost equal number of medical students and students from physiotherapy, 
occupational therapy, nursing, dentistry and pharmacy.  
 
Some students attended the UNMDG workshop for their second time. One of them was Frida Eriksson, 
physiotherapy student from Lund University who commented: "Thank you for a lovely weekend. I am 
extremely happy that I was given this opportunity to attend one more year. The new insight, thoughts, 
ideas, inspiration and curiosity (I can make the list long) is invaluable. I woke up on Sunday morning 
feeling as I was living in a new world. And on top of it, all new friends I have made. Fantastic!”  
 
The conference kicked-off with a keynote given by Benedict Oppong Asamoah from the Public Health 
department at Lund Medical Faculty explaining the UN Millennium Development Goals and the 
Sustainable Development Goals to be approved in September 2015. His presentation gave a good frame 
to the event. The keynote was followed by four speakers who brought to the agenda some important 
areas of research and work related to the MDGs. Per Börkman, researcher and clinician in infectious 
diseases discussed tuberculosis and its new spread with refugees. Maria Mossberg, paediatric and 
researcher from Lund University hospital presented alarming child mortality numbers in Zambia. Henrik 
Nilsson, physiotherapist from the Red Cross talked about the enormous need for mental support among 
refugees, seeking help for pain. Finally, Takshita Sookan, guest PhD student from Durban gave an 
inspiring presentation about physiotherapy and nutrition among HIV patients in South Africa.  
 
The second day focused entirely on group work and students were given the task to build cases using 
the knowledge gained on the first day. They reflected and discussed about how the SDGs might be 
relevant to their profession and their home environment. The cases they developed focused on health 
and social care systems, cultural aspects and uniprofessional implications as well 
as interprofessional aspects. After five hours of intensive work, the groups presented their cases in 
creative and thoughtful ways. The U21 UNMDG group will now compile the presentations and make 
them usable to the U21 HSG members as cases that can possibly be used in their teaching. 
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Photos available at https://www.flickr.com/photos/u21mdg4health  
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